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New York Times bestselling author J.A. Jance brings her trademark breakneck pace to this fun and

exciting novella, where fan favorite Ali Reynolds takes on double responsibilities as both sleuth and

bride.Ali Reynolds is finally getting married to her longtime love B. Simpson. They wanted a simple

Christmas Eve wedding, but nothing is ever simple with Ali. Even as a motley crew of her

friendsâ€”Leland Brooks, Sister Anselm, and othersâ€”descend on Vegas, the bride-to-be finds

herself juggling last-minute wedding plans and a mystery in the form of a stray miniature

dachshund. Aliâ€™s grandson rescues the little dog, but Aliâ€™s not in the market for a new pet

right before her honeymoon, and leaves no stone unturned in hunting for the dogâ€™s owner. But

what she finds is more than just a shaggy dog storyâ€¦Bellaâ€™s elderly owner has vanished, and

her son seems to be behind it. So itâ€™s Ali and B. to the rescueâ€”and still making it to the church

on time!
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As seen on my blog:Hey, Folks!Before I begin my critique, I want to express my sorrow at the recent

passing of mystery writer P. D. James. The "Queen of Crime" was 94 and leaves us a lasting legacy

of excellent prose by which to remember her. My thoughts and prayers go out to her loved ones. On

to the business at hand...Now that Thanksgiving is over, and you're ready to trim the tree, are you

looking for a short, lighthearted puzzle to get you in the Christmas spirit? J. A. Jance's latest Ali

Reynolds novella "A Last Goodbye" may be just the vehicle to do it! In the interest of full disclosure,

however, I must admit that I was given a digital review copy by Simon and Schuster, in exchange for



my honest thoughts. My posts will never be anything but reflections of truthfulness.When this story

begins, Ali is finally ready to wed her long time significant other, B. Simpson. Las Vegas provides

the perfect setting for a December 24th ceremony and everyone they hold dear is in attendance.

However, it doesn't quite go as planned. The day before the event, Mr. Simpson takes his new

grandchildren shopping, where they rescue a charming miniature dachshund. Grandma doesn't

want to bring the new edition along on their honeymoon, so they search high and low for the dog's

owner. Unfortunately, no one has seen her recently. Can they track her down in time, or will the

nuptials be postponed?I would recommend this volume to anyone who enjoys a good mainstream

sleuthing session with famous names such as Mary Higgins Clark and Linda Fairstein. This is Ali

Reynolds # 9.5, so if you haven't met these delightful characters, I would suggest starting at the

beginning.
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